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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, August 11, 2021, 
called to order at 7:36 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Zubrzycki, Clarke, Salemi         
     Absent:   Cowper, Segal 
 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Deputy Clerk Fortuna, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the City Council Agenda for August 
11, 2021, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda as submitted. 
 

A. June 9, 2021, Regular Meeting and June 22, 2021, and July 27, 2021, study session 
minutes  

B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12176-12184, DD4265-4321, EFT1573-
1591, STUB 142-148; and A/P check #’s 51439-51524, EFT & ACH 2434-2475; 
TOTALING: $733,629.26. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police for June and July 2021 
 
 Yes: All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
Tina Herzberg invited everyone to the annual Garden Club Ice Cream Social, August 19th. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
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Ada Loo stated she represents a group of residents, around 20, that would like to convert the 
tennis courts to pickleball courts.  Also she would like to see the Community Center open to 
residents.  She has a group of women who could host a game night.  
 
Mary Baughman asked if council is going to address any of the water/flooding issues the city has 
been having.   
 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin stated City Hall continues to be very busy, but things are moving along.  Zoning permits 
are up and down, but not as busy as they were during the spring and early summer.  We have had 
a lot of activities in the City this summer with positive response for the most part.  It’s nice to see 
everybody out and having a good time.   
 
We just received four memorial benches that will be installed soon.  It took over a year to get 
them due to the pandemic.   
 
Martin is finishing up with the city engineers and the Water Resources Commission on turning 
over much of our Water and Sewer operations.  He hopes to bring solid information to discuss at 
a study session soon.   
 
Martin reminded council he applied for a grant through MDOT for street paving.  They have 
received a larger than expected number of applications, so the decision process has been pushed 
back to next week.  He expected a large number of applicants, and he is guessing that will 
negatively affect our chances for approval, or possibly the dollar amount granted.  
       E-001-21 
A marijuana petition was circulated asking that a question be placed on the ballot this November 
regarding allowing marijuana dispensaries in Sylvan Lake.   The petition was turned in to our 
City Clerk, but it was not processed because we will not be holding an election in 2021.  We 
changed our elections to every other year.   
       S-008-21 WA-002-21 
Martin addressed the flooding which the city has had over the last couple of years.  There is 
nothing wrong with our system except it can not handle the amount of rain that came down at 
one time.  Everything the city has is working, pumps, drains were not plugged.  The fact that the 
water went away by the next day shows that our system is working.  It just isn’t big enough to 
handle that amount of rain in a short time.  He will have the engineers come out to look at a few 
spots.  Not that there is anything wrong with what is there, but maybe there is a possibility to do 
something to move the water faster, something more to hold a little more capacity.  Two of the 
biggest issues we have are the proximity to the lake, not only closeness but level.  The other 
issue is when residents started enclosing their ditches, putting a culvert in; a ditch holds 5-6 the 
times as a culvert does.   With the weather changes we’ve had over the last few years culverts 
now impact how much water can be held, where it goes, and how quickly.   
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
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Salemi asked anybody who walks at night to carry a flashlight. 
 
Zubrzycki thanked the city and employees for maintaining the parks.  It is great to see everyone 
out using the tennis, bocce, volleyball courts.  Zubrzycki recalls seeing lines for pickleball on a 
court.  He feels they can look into it.  He doesn’t know about a full conversion because when he 
is down there he sees both tennis courts being used.   With opening the Community Center for 
residents to use anytime, Zubrzycki recalled volunteers were needed and become a problem after 
a time.  He also recalled the millage to maintain the Community Center was voted down, so 
rental fees are a way to help maintain the building.  Zubrzycki encouraged everyone to attend the 
ice cream social.  It is one of the most social events and provides great memories.   
 
Clarke asked everyone to be a good neighbor and maintain their trees.  He is one who is without 
power for the last several days.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
A.  100th Village Anniversary Celebration 

 
Martin provided a run down for the August 26th event.  It is not a long event; it starts at 4:00 p.m. 
He provided a list of all of the things going on.    

 
  
B.  Trail Maintenance RT-001-21 

 
Martin stated the trail needs maintenance.  The brush needs to be trimmed, vegetation killed, and 
the surface is supposed to be 10’ wide with crushed limestone.  Martin got a quote from Clouds 
Hills for $37,305.00 to do all that work.     
 
Salemi asked if there is any help from the State or Friends of the Clinton River. Martin stated 
there is not for maintenance.  Salemi asked how this falls within the budget.  Martin stated some 
money is budgeted, but not enough for this.  At the year end we will see where money has been 
saved and then make an amendment with the Parks & Rec budget.   
 
Zubrzycki asked when was the last time this kind of maintenance as done.  Martin estimated 10 
years ago.  Zubrzycki requested when they are crowning the trail if they could make a dip to 
catch the run-off, so it won’t kill nearby trees.   
 
Mayor Clarke wants to make sure the slope by City Hall is corrected.  Also have the limestone 
go all the way to the road edge to connect the trail.   
 
Mayor Clarke opened the topic to the public.  There was a request to prevent vehicles from going 
on the trail.  It will be looked into.   
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to allow Clouds Hill to perform trail maintenance  
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and reconditioning as outlined in their quote, at a cost not to exceed $37,305. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
C.  ACH Policy Amendment 

     F-008-21  
 
Martin explained this updates the policy to have ACH transfers must be confirmed with a phone 
call and will only be accepted through a fax, no email.  
 

Moved by Salemi, seconded Zubrzycki, to adopt the ACH Policy as amended. 
 

 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
  Moved by Salemi, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
  
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


